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The B.C. government implemented its Biosimilars Initiative, effective May 27, 2019. They have
indicated that the policy will provide a cost savings to the province’s healthcare system and improve
patient access to drugs. This announcement does not include the complete story.

Our primary concern is for patients. The Biosimilars Initiative will require patients who are currently
stable on specific original biologic medications to change to a biosimilar, a medication that is similar
but not the same as the original biologic. Biologic medications are complex medicines often used for
difficult-to-treat chronic diseases. Patients with these diseases often go through a difficult journey
to find a medicine that works for them. Requiring stable patients to switch for no medical reason is
of great concern.

Health Canada states that biosimilars are not the same as generic medicines and the approval of
a biosimilar is not a declaration of equivalence to the original biologic medicine. Health Canada
recommends that a decision to switch a patient being treated with an original biologic to a biosimilar
should be made by the treating physician in consultation with the patient and based on available
clinical evidence and any policies within Canada. A review of published studies recently concluded,
“There are important evidence gaps around the safety of switching between biologics and
their biosimilars.”1

In addition, the US Food and Drug Administration (FDA) recently issued guidance2 recommending
that well-designed studies, considering switches between biosimilar and original biologic medication,
should be conducted to demonstrate that they can be used interchangeably.

Other jurisdictions in Canada and around the world have demonstrated that there are many ways
to achieve savings for the healthcare system and enable greater access to biosimilars that do not
require the removal of patient-physician choice or force stable patients to change their current
biologic medication for no medical reason.

We believe that both original biologic and biosimilar manufacturers should be given an equal
opportunity to participate in negotiations on value while continuing to provide patient and physician
choice. This has not been the case in B.C.

We have continued to engage with the government through multiple proposals over the last three
years that would ensure patient access to medication and provide the cost savings the B.C. government
is seeking, while preserving patient and physician choice. Each of our attempts was rejected.

We urge your government to reconsider the implementation of its Biosimilars Initiative and look
at alternatives that would provide the desired cost savings to the healthcare system, re-establish
patient and physician choice and prevent disruption to the health and well-being of the patients
being affected by this policy change.

Patients who are impacted by the announcement and would like more information about the
Government of British Columbia’s recent policy change should contact:

Minister of Health, Adrian Dix

• Tel: 250.953.3547

• Email: HLTH.Minister@gov.bc.ca

Your Member of the Legislative Assembly (MLA)

• Find your MLA with your postal code, community or constituency name at:
www.leg.bc.ca/learn-about-us/members

BC PharmaCare

• Tel: 1.800.663.7100

Sincerely,

Chris Halyk
President, Janssen Inc.

ATTENTION:
PATIENTS OF BRITISH COLUMBIA
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